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3e:  Pond sampling and additional analyses 

>ear Mr.  Slmonson: 

3n January 3 ,  1990 the Water Qual i ty  C o n t r o l  Commission gave pre l iminary  
E i n a l  approval  t o  revised radionuc l ide  s tandards  f o r  Walnut and Woman 
:reeks. 
s t r i n g e n t  than those previous ly  a p p l i c a b l e ,  we are reques t ing  s p e c i f i c  
i n a l y s e s  f o r  plutonium, americium and uranium p r i o r  t o  each discharge 
from the ponds, i n  addition t o  t h e  a n a l y s e s  p r e v i o u s l y  p e r f o m e d ,  
l ecause  the new standards a r e  more r e s t r i c t i v e ,  it is no longer possible 
:o use  gross alpha as a s c r e e n  for these parameters. 
;ross b e t a  analysis w i l l  cont inue to be used t o  determine the need €or 
ipecific  analysis for o t h e r  radionuc l ides  f o r  which standards have been 
idopted. 
leterrnine the safety of a discharge  from a water  q u a l i t y  s tandpoint ,  as 
:onremplated i n  the Agreement in P r i n c i p l e .  

Since these  new ambient-based s i t e - s p e c i f i c  standards are mure 

Gross alpha and 

These expanded analyses  w i l l  now b e  n e c e s s a r y  for che S t a t e  to 

,s I am s u r e  you a r e  aware, some of t h e s e  a n a l y s e s  may take  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n a l y t i c a l  rime, yet  we need t o  obtain a n a l y t i c a l  r e s u l t s  as c l o s e  to  the 
[ i s c h a r g e  e v e n t  as p o s s i b l e .  Ue would a p p r e c i a t e  g e t t i n g  as much advance 
: o c i c e  as possible of p r o j e c t e d  d ischarge  dates i n  order  t o  ancic ipate  
nd e x p e d i t e  c h i s  analysis. 
otice, our l a b o r a t o r y  can have t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a n a l y s e s  for all para- 
eters, including o r g a n i c s ,  i n o t g a n i c s  and r a d i o n u c l i d e s  to  us within two 
eeks o f  r e c e i v i n g  the samples. We b e l i e v e  chat c h a t  curn-around time is 
e c e s s a r y  for che sampling t o  be as c l o s e  t o  contemporaneous w i t h  the 
i s c h a r g e  as possible. 
nsurmountable problem for your l a b o r a t o r y .  
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Ue have concluded that, with adequate p r i o r  1 

! E%:* Ill 

’d w. 1 p l p  

I 

Please l e t  us know if t h i s  p r e s e n t s  an 
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Lastly, as you know, we are still waiting for DOE'S draft revised pond 
sampling p l a n  for our review. 
possible  as we will need t o  have an acceptable plan before t h i s  next 
pond sampling. 

Please forward this t o  us as soon as 

Thanks for your continued cooperation and assistance with respect EO 
these matters. 

Sincerely, 

Paul D. Frohardt 
Program Manager 
Rocky F l a t s  Program Unit 

k/j 1/Le 
c: Tim Holeman, Governor's Office 
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